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What is claimed is: 



A method of transmitting an electronic program 
guide (EPG) to identify programs which are to be transmitted, 
comprising theXsteps of: 

generating EPG data including image data representing 
images of reduced Aless than normal, size to identify respective 
programs which are to transmitted; 

providing program data constituting at least one 
program currently being^ransmit^ 

combining said E^G da-^a and said program data; and 
transmitting the Combined data. 

2. The method of cO^ilm 1 wherein said EPG data further 
includes text data represefitina information associated with said 
identified programs, said information comprising at least one of 
title data identifying the title\)f a\program to be transmitted, 
broadcast data identifying date and time\at which said program is 
to be transmitted and description d^a providing a description of 
the program to be transmitted. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising the steps 
of providing text data associated with said at least one program 
currently being transmitted, combining said text data with said 
EPG data and said program data; and transmitting the combined EPG 
data, program data and text data. 
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\4 • The method of claim 3 wherein said text ^ata 
associated with said at least one program currently being 
transmitted comprises at least one of title data identifying the 
title of said progreun currently being transmitted, category data 
identifying a category type of the progrsun currently being 
transmitted, and transmission channel data identifying the 
transmission channel^ over which said program is currently being 
transmitted. 

5. The meth6d of claim 2 wherein said step of 
providing program da^ cpmprises^supplying video and audio data 

"ransmitted over a respective 
jin^ said video and audio data to 
of said plural programs. 
Laiirtsv5 wherein the step of combining 



of plural programs, each being 
broadcast channel, ana com; 
produce compressed progb^ 

6. The method of c' 



ta\ 



comprises multiplexing the EPGXimagVand text data with said 
compressed program data of saidNplural pi;:ograms, and wherein the 
number of programs identified by said EPG data is substantially 
greater than the number of programs with which said EPG data is 
multiplexed. 

7. The method of claim 6 wkjerein the step of 
generating EPG data includes updating ^id EPG data periodically. 

8. The method of claim 7 wherein said EPG text data 
comprises program table data formed of sai,d title and broadcast 
data and program content data formed of sard description data; 
and wherein said program table data is associated with programs 
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curi^ntly being transmitted and to be transmitted during a 
predetermined time period, and said program content data is 
associated with said programs currently being transmitted and to 
be transmitted during a fraction of said predetermined time 
period. 

9. ^he method of claim 2 wherein said program data is 
provided by supplying audio data and a single frame of video data 
of respective programs to form promotional programs data, each 
promotional program Ipeing tra nsmitted over a respective broadcast 
channel, and compress^g said audio and video data to produce 
compressed promotionfal j^i^gram data of plural promotional 
programs; and wherein saidSyEPG dafta and the compressed 
promotional data are combing byl multiplexing the EPG image and 
text data with said Compress^e'dv pAsmotional data, the title and 
broadcast data of said EPG text ^data constituting program table 
data and the description data of said t^P^text data constituting 
program content data, such that theXmultiplexed program table 
data is associated with programs currently being transmitted and 
to be transmitted during a predetermined time period and the 
multiplexed program content data is associated with said programs 
currently being transmitted and to be transmitted during a 
fraction of said predetermined time period. \ 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of 
providing program data comprises supplying groups of program 
data, each group including video and audio data aXsociated with 
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prvpral programs, each program being transmitted over as. respective 
broe^^cast channel, and compressing the video and audio data of 
each ^oup to produce groups of compressed program data; wherein 
the stepvof combining said EP6 data and said program data 
comprises Vultiplexing said EPG data with each group of 
compressed program data to produce respective data output 
channels; and Vherein the step of transmitting comprises 
supplying each o^ta output channel to a respective satellite 
transponder for s^ellite trahsnaission over respective 
transponder channel 



11. A 
(EPG) and program 
said EPG data incl 



►d of receiving electronic program guide 
data transmitted on plural broadcast channels, 
mage data representing images of 



reduced, less than normal Nsize to identify respective programs 
which currently are and will be transmitted on several broadcast 
channels and said program data including video and audio data of 
plural programs currently bein^ tranisiaitted on respective 
broadcast channels, said method Comprising the steps of: 

receiving the program data transmitted on different 
broadcast channels and the EPG data\ transmitted with said program 
data; 

separating the received EPG <^ata from the received 
program data; 

storing the separated EPG data; 
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lisplaylng a program represented by the separated 
program dat\, 

selectively retrieving said stored EPG data; and 
displaying said images of reduced, less than normal 
size' represented by said retrieved EPG data, the reduced size 
images being disp\(.ayed in superposition over the displayed 
program « 

12. The method of claim 11 wherein said retrieved EPG 
data identifies respe<jtive programs which currently are being 
transmitted; and fu^th^r com|>rising the steps of selecting one of 
the reduced size jAnages\and displaying the program identified by 
the selected reduced size\ image. \ 

13. TheVmethod Jpf cL^m 11 wherein the received EPG 



a\ representing information 
deiitJLfied by said image data, said 
rievedvfrom said stored EPG data 



data further includ 
associated with each 
text data being selectively 
and displayed. 

14. The method of clajvm 13 further comprising the 
steps of selecting one of the displayed reduced size images and 
displaying the selected reduced sizfe image and the text data 
associated with the program identified by said selected reduced 
size image. 

15. The method of claim 14 wlierein said text data 
includes title data identifying the titl6(^ of the associated 
program, broadcast data identifying date, \time and broadcast 
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channel which said associated program is to be transmitted, 
and description data providing a description of said associated 
program. 

l6\. The method of claim 13 wherein said text data 
comprises program table data formed of title, data, time and 
broadcast chanr^el data for each of the respective programs to be 
transmitted. 

17. Thfe method of claim 16 wherein said text data 
additionally compri^ses program content data providing a sximmary 
of the content of ^dch of ^t^he respective programs to be 
transmitted. 

18. The met^pi^ o'f claim 17 wherein said program table 
data is associated^^v^tii\ p*rog^ currently being transmitted and 
programs to be transmitted during a predetermined time period. 



A 



and said program content data is associated with said programs 
currently being transmitte^d and said programs to be transmitted 
during a fraction of said predetermined time period. 

19. The method of\ claim 17 wherein the received EPG 
data is multiplexed with the Veceived program data. 

20. The method of claim 19 wherein the received 
program data is compressed and the step of receiving the program 
data includes the step of expanding the compressed program data. 

21. The method of claiA 19 wherein the EPG data and 
program data are received via satellite transmission channels, 
each satellite transmission channel \compri sing plural broadcast 
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channels, multiplexed with the EP6 data; and wherein the step of 
separatingr comprises demultiplexing each satellite transmission 
channel to Vecover said EPG data and the program data transmitted 
on each of said broadcast channels. 

22. Vrhe method of claim 21 further comprising the step 
of storing the recovered program data transmitted on each 
broadcast channel\ and wherein the step of displaying a program 
comprises selecting^ the stored program data that had been 
transmitted on a desired broadcast channel, and displaying said 
selected program dataX \ 

23. The methiad of .claim 13 wherein at least one of the 
received broadcast channels As a promotional channel and the 
program data transmittia^^;«ke^on is promotional video and audio 
data representing particulaA prbgrams transmitted on several 
other broadcast channels. \ 

24. The method of claim 23 wherein said text data is 
selectively retrieved and displ^ed in superposition over a 
promotional video display as a taole of programs transmitted on 
non-promotional broadcast channels \ 

25. The method of claim 23 wherein said text data is 
selectively retrieved and displayed ih superposition over a 
promotional video display as a table ok programs to be 
transmitted on a selected non-promotion^^l broadcast channel. 

26. The method of claim 23 whelrein said text data is 
selectively retrieved and displayed in superposition over a 
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promotional video display as a description of a selected program 
to be t]^ansmitted on a non-promotional broadcast channel. 

27. The method of claim 13 fxirther comprising the 
steps of displaying a text window superimposed over said 
displayed program; selecting one of the displayed reduced size 
images; and displaying in said text window said text data 
representing information associated with the program identified 
by said selected^ reduced size image. 

28, Th)^ method of claim 27 wherein the text data 
displayed in said text window includes title of said identified 



program and broadjsr^st ch^nel over which said identified program 



[•he 



is transmitted. 

29. 

steps of pre-st6ring pre' 
part of said EPG\data acc 



method of claim 11, further comprising the 

etermined display indicia; receiving as 
s\inf ormation for accessing selected 
display indicia; readTng oiit said selected display indicia in 
response to the received acqsss infto^Tnation; and displaying said 
selected display indicia in superposition over said displayed 
program. \ 

30. Apparatus for transmitting an electronic program 
guide (EPG) to identify programs Which are to be transmitted, 
comprising: 

generating means for gene^ting EPG data including 
image data representing images of reduced, less than normal, size 
to identify respective programs which are to transmitted; 
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a source of program data constituting at lea$t one 
program currently being transmitted; 

combining means for combining said EPG data and said 
program data ;\ and 

transmission means for transmitting the combined data. 

31. The apparatus of claim 30 wherein said EPG data 
further includes t^xt data representing information associated 
with said identified programs, said information comprising at 
least one of title da^a identifying the title of a program to be 
transmitted, broadcasJ:VdatcK4.dentifying date and time at which 
said program is to pe ti\ansmitt^d and description data providing 
a description of t&e program to b^^ transmitted. 

32. The \apparatus of claim 31, further comprising 
means for generatingx^xt dkta associated with said at least one 
program currently being transmitted ,*\and means for combining said 
text data with said EPG data \nd said program data; and wherein 
said transmission means transmits the combined EPG data, program 
data and text data. 

33. The apparatus of claim 32 wherein said text data 
associated with said at least one program comprises at least one 
of title data identifying the title \pf the program currently 
being transmitted, category data identifying a category type of 
the program currently being transmitted, and transmission channel 
data identifying the transmission channl^l over which said program 
is currently being transmitted. 
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14. The apparatus of claim 31 wherein said source of 
program data comprises means for supplying video and audio data 
of plural programs, each being transmitted over a respective 
broadcast chaimel, and data compression means for compressing 
said video and audio data to produce compressed program data of 
said plural programs. 

35, ThA apparatus of claim 34 wherein said combining 
means comprises multiplexing means for multiplexing the EPG image 
and text data with said compressed program data of said plural 
programs, and whereinXthe number of programs identified by said 
EPG data is substanti ally greater than the number of programs 
with which said EPG data\ is ihultiplexed. 

36 • The apparalLus of claim 35 wherein said generating 
means is operablW to updatV^id EPG data periodically. 

37. TheNipp€trct€us ofv claim 36 wherein said EPG text 
data comprises program table \dataN^rmed of said title and 
broadcast data and program content data formed of said 
description data; and wherein S^id program table data is 
associated with programs currently being transmitted and to be 
transmitted during a predetermined time period, and said program 
content data is associated with said programs currently being 
transmitted and to be transmitted during a fraction of said 
predetermined time period. \ 

38. The apparatus of claim Bl wherein said source of 
program data comprises promotion data generating means for 
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supplying audio data and a single frame of video data pf 
respective^ programs to form promotional programs data, each 
promotional\program being transmitted over a respective broadcast 
channel, and promotion data compression means for compressing 
said audio andV^i<^^o data to produce compressed promotional 
program data of Wural promotional programs; and wherein said 
combining means cqmprises multiplexing means for multiplexing the 
EPG image and text Wta with said compressed promotional data, 
the title and broadcast data of said EPG text data constituting 
program table data andXthe description data of said EPG text data 
constituting program contgntdata, such that the multiplexed 
program table data is/ associatedNwith programs currently being 
transmitted and to be transmitted during a predetermined time 
period and the multiplexed ptottram content data is associated 
with said programs currentiy ^©4*^9 transmitted and to be 
transmitted during a fraction of said predetermined time period. 

39* The apparatus of Otlaim 3X) wherein said source of 
program data comprises means for sVpplying groups of program 
data, each group including video and audio data associated with 
plural programs, each program being transmitted over a respective 
broadcast channel, and means for compressing the video and audio 
data of each group to produce groups of (compressed program data; 
wherein said combining means comprises means for multiplexing 
said EPG data with each group of compressedXprogram data to 
produce respective data output channels; and Vherein said 
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transmission means comprises satellite transponders ancL means 
supplyin^N^each data output channel to a respective satellite 
tranMonb^rfor satellite transmission over respective 
transponder channels. 

40. Apparatus for receiving electronic program guide 
(EPG) and program data transmitted on plviral broadcast channels, 
said EPG data including image data representing images of 
reduced, less than normal size to identify respective programs 
which currently are and will be transmitted on several broadcast 
channels and said program data including video and audio data of 
plural programs currently being transmitted on respective 
broadcast channels, said apparatus comprising: 

receiving means for receiving the program data 
transmitted on different broadcast channels and the EPG data 
transmitted with said program data; 

separating means for separating the received EPG data 
from the received program data; 

storage means for storing the separated EPG data; 

display means for displaying a program represented by 
the separated program data; 

read-out means for selectively retrieving said EPG data 
from said storage means; and 

means for displaying on said display means said images 
of reduced, less than normal size represented by said retrieved 
EPG data in superposition over the displayed program. 
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41. The apparatus of claim 40 wherein the received EPG 
data further includes text data representing information 
associated with each program identified by said image data; and 
said read-out means is operable to retrieve said text data from 
said' storage means and supply the retrieved text data to said 
display means. 

42. The apparatus of claim 41 further comprising image 
selecting means for selecting one of the displayed reduced size 
images to cause said read-out means to retrieve from said storage 
means the text data associated with the program identified by 
said selected reduced size image for display therewith. 

43. The apparatus of claim 42 wherein said text data 
includes title data identifying the title of the associated 
program, broadcast data identifying data, time and broadcast 
channel at which said associated program is to be transmitted, 
and description data providing a description of said associated 
program. 

44. The apparatus of claim 42 wherein said image 
selecting means comprises a cursor and cursor control means 
operable by a user to position said cursor at a desired one of 
the displayed reduced size images and thereby select said desired 
reduced size image. 

45. The apparatus of claim 40 wherein said retrieved 
EPG data identifies respective programs which currently are being 
transmitted; and further comprising image selecting means for 
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selecting one of the displayed reduced size images and tuning 
means for timing said apparatus to the broadcast channel which 
transmits the program identified by the selected reduced size 
image. 

46. The apparatus of claim 41 wherein said text data 
comprises program table data formed of title, data, time and 
broadcast channel data for each of the respective programs to be 
transmitted. 

47. The apparatus of claim 46 wherein said text data 
additionally comprises program content data providing a summary 
of the content of each of the respective programs to be 
transmitted. 

48. The apparatus of claim 47 wherein said program 
table data is associated with programs currently being 
transmitted and programs to be transmitted during a predetermined 
time period, and said program content data is associated with 
said programs currently being transmitted and said programs to be 
transmitted during a fraction of said predetermined time period. 

49. The apparatus of claim 47 wherein the received EPG 
data is multiplexed with the received program data. 

50. The apparatus of claim 49 wherein the received 
program data is compressed and the receiving means includes 
decompressing means for expanding the compressed program data. 

51. The apparatus of claim 49 wherein the EPG data and 
program data are received via satellite transmission channels. 
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each satellite transmission channel comprising plural broadcast 
channels multiplexed with the EPG data; and wherein the 
separating means comprises demultiplexing means for 
demultiplexing each satellite transmission channel to recover 
said EPG data and the program data transmitted on each of said 
broadcast channels. 

52. The apparatus of claim 51 further comprising 
tuning means for tuning said apparatus to a selected broadcast 
channel; memory means for storing the recovered program data 
transmitted on the selected broadcast channel; and means for 
reading out the program data stored in said memory means and 
supplying same to said display means to display said read out 
program data. 

53. The apparatus of claim 41 wherein at least one of 
the received broadcast channels is a promotional channel and the 
program data transmitted thereon is promotional video and audio 
data representing particular programs transmitted on several 
other broadcast channels. 

54. The apparatus of claim 53 wherein said display 
means is operable to display the retrieved text data in 
superposition over a promotional video display as a table of 
programs transmitted on non-promotional broadcast channels. 

55. The apparatus of claim 53 wherein said display 
means is operable to display the retrieved text data in 
superposition over a promotional video display as a table of 
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programs to be transmitted on a selected non-promotional 
broadcast channel. 

56. The apparatus of claim 53 wherein, said display 
means is operable to display the retrieved text data in 
superposition over a promotional video display as a description 
of a selected program to be transmitted on a non-promotional 
broadcast channel. 

57. The apparatus of claim 40, further comprising a 
memory for pre-storing predetermined display indicia, said 
receiving means being operable to receive as part of said EPG 
data access information for accessing selected display indicia, 
said read-out means being operable to read out said selected 
display indicia in response to the received access information; 
and said display means being operable to display said selected 
display indicia in superposition over said displayed program. 

58. The apparatus of claim 41 wherein said display 
means is operable to display a text window superimposed over said 
displayed program; and further comprising image selecting means 
for selecting one of the displayed reduced size images to cause 
said read-out means to retrieve said text data representing 
information associated with the program identified by said 
selected reduced size image for display in said text window. 
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59. The apparatus of claim 58 wherein the text data 
displayed in said text window includes title of said identified 
progreun and broadcast channel over which said identified program 
is transmitted. 

\60. A method of transmitting and receiving an 
electronic Wogr am guide (EPG) to identify programs which are to 
be transmitt€Ki, comprising the steps of: 

generating EPG data including image data representing 
images of reduced, less than normal, size to identify respective 
programs which are^ to transmitted; 

providingVnpogramv^ata constituting at least one 
program currently /bexng transmitted; 

combiniffig said EPG^Mta and said program data; 

transmitting tme/<bombined data; 

receiving th^cor^ program and EPG data; 

separating the re\:el^ EPG data from the received 
program data; \ \ 

storing the separatee^ EPG data; 

displaying the prograArepresented by the separated 

program data; \ 

selectively retrieving saVd stored EPG data; and 
displaying said images of reduced, less than normal 

size represented by said retrieved EPG\data, the reduced size 

images being displayed in superposition Vver the displayed 

program. \ 



J : \S096- JUL . 1 3\3598 . APP 



-73- 



PATENT 
450100-3598 



\61. The method of claim 60 wherein said EPG data 
further includes text data representing information associated 
with said identified programs, said information comprising at 
least one of title data identifying the title of a program to be 
transmitted, brtc^adcast data identifying date and time at which 
said program is be transmitted and description data providing 
a description of t!he program to be transmitted, 

62. The ti^thod of claim 61 wherein said step of 
providing program dat^^-Gomptiises supplying video and audio data 
of plural programs/ eaqh being transmitted over a respective 

mpressing said video and audio data to 
data /(Of said plural programs, 
im 62 wherein the step of 
ing\the EPG image and text data with 
kid plural programs, and wherein 
said EPG data is 



and 



broadcast channel, 
produce compresse 

63. The method d 
combining comprises 
said compressed program data s 
the number of programs identified 



prograi 



substantially greater than the number of programs with which said 
EPG data is multiplexed. 

64. The method of claim ^1 wherein said program data 
is provided by supplying audio data knd a single frame of video 
data of respective programs to form promotional programs data, 
each promotional program being transmitted over a respective 
broadcast channel, and compressing said smdio and video data to 
produce compressed promotional program data of plural promotional 
programs; and wherein said EPG data and thA compressed 
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prtonotional data are combined by multiplexing the EPG image and 
textNdata with said compressed promotional data, the title and 
broadcast data of said EPG text data constituting program table 
data and\he description data of said EPG text data constituting 
program contient data, such that the multiplexed program table 
data is assocrated with programs currently being transmitted and 
to be transmitted during a predetermined time period and the 
multiplexed prograin content data is associated with said programs 
currently being transmitted and to be transmitted during a 
fraction of said pred^^^rained^^^t^me period. 

65, The meth<^ of claim ]60 wherein the step of 
providing program dara comprises /Supplying groups of program 
data, each group includ4Jig vigej/ an^ audio data associated with 
plural programs, each program i^eWg transmitted over a respective 
broadcast channel, and compressxM the video and audio data of 
each group to produce groups of cdMs^ressed program data; wherein 
the step of combining said EPG dataXandsaid program data 
comprises multiplexing said EPG dataVith each group of 
compressed program data to produce respective data output 
channels; and wherein the step of transmitting comprises 
supplying each data output channel to a respective satellite 
transponder for satellite transmission over Vespective 
transponder channels. \ 

66. The method of claim 60 further comprising the 
steps of selecting one of the displayed reduced ^ze images and 
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disblaying the program identified by the selected reduced size 
image 

67. The method of claim 66 wherein the EP6 data 
further \includes text data representing information associated 
with each\ program identified by said image data, said text data 
being sele^ively retrieved from said stored EPG data and 
displayed; and further comprising the step of displaying the 
selected reduised si^e. image and the text data associated with the 



program identi£S{.e^ by s^aid selected reduced size image. 
68. 

and program data 
program data is 



,e metho|i pf claim 67 wherein the combined EPG 
afe ttuljt^plexed together and the received 



coiimr|e and wherein the step of receiving the 

program data inclu<ie^the step of expanding the compressed 
program data. 

69. The methdd of claim 68 further comprising the step 
of storing the received program data; and wherein the step of 
displaying the program comprises selecting stored program data 
that had been transmitted oA a desired broadcast channel, and 
displaying said selected program data. 

70. The method of c\aim 60 wherein plural broadcast 
channels of program data are transmitted; and at least one of the 
received broadcast channels is a promotional channel and the 
program data transmitted thereon i^promotional video and audio 
data representing particular program^ transmitted on several 
other broadcast channels. 
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The method of claim 67 further comprising the 
steps of dismaying a text window superimposed over said 
displayed program; selecting one of the displayed reduced size 
images; and displaying in said text window said text data 
representing information associated with the program identified 
by said selected reduced size image. 

12. The method of claim 60, further comprising the 
steps of pre-storing Wedetermined display indicia; transmitting 
as part of said EPG dat,a apeess^-inf ormation for accessing 
selected display indicia^: reading omi said selected display 
indicia in response yo received access information; and 
displaying said selected drsplay oindicia in superposition over 
said displayed program. 



73. Apparatiis__for transmitting and receiving an 
electronic program guide (EPG) N^c^ identify programs which are to 
be transmitted, comprising: 

generating means for gek^^ting EPG data including 
image data representing images of j^educed, less than normal, size 
to identify respective programs which are to transmitted; 

a source of program data cor^stituting at least one 
program currently being transmitted; 

combining means for combining ^aid EPG data and said 
program data; 

transmission means for transmitting the combined data; 
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receiving the combined program and 

separating the received EPG data 

the separated EPG data; 
displaying the program represented by 



than 



selectively retrieving said EPG data 

said display means said images 
tpresented by said retrieved 
i splayed program, 
im 73 wherein said EPG data 
.ting information associated 



programs ^ 



lunforaation comprising at 



least one of title data identifying the title of a program to be 
transmitted, broadcast data identifying date and time at which 
said program is to be transmitted and description data providing 
a description of the program to be transmitted. 

75. The apparatus of claim 74 wherein said source of 
program data comprises means for supplying video and audio data 
of plural programs, each being transmitt^ over a respective 
broadcast channel, and data compression means for compressing 
said video and audio data to produce compressed program data of 
said plural programs. 
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76. The apparatus of claim 75 wherein said combining 
means com^ises multiplexing means for multiplexing the EPG image 
and text datsa with said compressed progr€UQ data of said plural 
programs, and\wherein the number of progrcuas identified by said 
EPG data is sulJetantially greater than the nximber of programs 
with which said EPG data is multiplexed. 

77. The\ apparatus of claim 71 wherein said source of 
program data comprise^^-^romo^on data generating means for 
supplying audio d^rta \nd a singl^p frame of video data of 
respective programs to \f orm promotional programs data, each 
promotional prog[ram being transmitted over a respective broadcast 
channel, and proAption data ><5obpr ess ion means for compressing 
said audio and videb--data to pr^oduce compressed promotional 
program data of plural promotional programs; and wherein said 
combining means comprises multiplexing means for multiplexing the 
EPG image and text data with saivd cdijipressed promotional data, 
the title and broadcast data of skid EPG text data constituting 
program table data and the description data of said EPG text data 
constituting program content data, s\ich that the multiplexed 
program table data is associated withXprograms currently being 
transmitted and to be transmitted durinb a predetermined time 
period and the multiplexed program content data is associated 
with said programs currently being transmrtted and to be 
transmitted during a fraction of said predetermined time period. 
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\ 78. The apparatus of claim 73 wherein said source of 
program cmta comprises means for supplying groups of program 
data, eachVrroup including video and audio data associated with 
plural programs, each program being transmitted over a respective 
broadcast channel, and means for compressing the video and audio 
data of each group to produce groups of compressed program data; 
wherein said combining means comprises means for multiplexing 
said EPG data witK\^each group of compressed program data to 
produce respective data output channels; and wherein said 
transmission means o^prise^satellite transponders and means 
supplying each datd output channel to a respective satellite 
transponder for satellit.e trArysmission over respective 
transponder channels ^\ \/ \ 

79. The apparatus ot\claim 74 further comprising image 
selecting means for selecting one crf^ the displayed reduced size 
images to cause said read-oun means to retrieve from said storage 
means the text data associated\ with the program identified by 
said selected reduced size image for display therewith. 

80. The apparatus of claim 79 wherein said image 
selecting means comprises a cursoA and cursor control means 
operable by a user to position saidXcursor at a desired one of 
the displayed reduced size images and thereby select said desired 
reduced size image. \ 

81. The apparatus of claim 8^ wherein the combined EPG 
and program data are multiplexed together and the received 
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pro-am data is compressed; and wherein the receiving means 
induces decompressing means for expanding the compressed program 
data. 

The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the transmission 
means transmi'ts the EPG data and program data via satellite 
transmission channels ^ each satellite transmission channel 
comprising plural\broadcast channels multiplexed with the EPG 
data; and wherein tiie separating means comprises demultiplexing 
means for demultiplexing each satellite transmission channel to 
recover said EPG data/tfijd the program data transmitted on each of 
said broadcast channels. 

apparatijs of clj 
ining sal 



app^ 
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im 82 further comprising 
atus to a selected broadcast 
the recovered program data 
st channel; and means for 
n said memory means and 
o display said read out 



ms 



83. The 
tuning means for tt 
channel; memory meahs for stoi 
transmitted on the selejcted brdadd 
reading out the program data stoVed 
supplying same to said display mei 
program data. 

84. The apparatus of claiJo 82 wherein at least one of 
the transmitted broadcast channels is\a promotional channel and 
the program data transmitted thereon is\ promotional video and 
audio data representing particular programs transmitted on 
several other broadcast channels. 

85. The apparatus of claim 73, w^ierein said storage 
means includes a memory for pre-storing predetermined display 
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indicia, s^id generating means being operable to generate as part 
of said EPG^data access information for accessing selected 
display indicxa, said read-out means being operable to read out 
said selected display indicia in response to received access 
information; and^Mid display means being operable to display 
said selected displ^ay indicia in superposition over said 
displayed program. \ / 

86. The apparatus of claim 74 wherein said display 
means is operable to display a text window superimposed over said 
displayed program; and further comprising image selecting means 
for selecting one of the oisplayed reduced size images to cause 
said read-out means to retrieve said text data representing 
information associated with the program identified by said 
selected reduced size image fdr display in said text window. 
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